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According to the Hexdico City press President Lopez liateos of 'i:iexico
. submitted on Qctober 1, 1959, proposed corstitutional changes to the Congress
comering Mexican territorial claims, In his annual address to Congress on September

b
#
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1, 1959 the President stated that the first United Hations Congress on the Law of /

the Sea decided him on the advissbility of amending Comnstitutional Articles 27, 42
and 48 for the purpose of claiming the continental shelf for the nation and to leave
no doubt as to Mexican sovere:x.gmty over the interior waters, the territorial sea
and aerial space, The proposed amendaent {Ajpendix A) would accomplish these
purposes.

The proposed emend:ent modifies the mresent Constitution us follows:

l,= Parugraph 4 of Artiele 27 is changed only to the extent of adding
"all the natmpal resources of the continental sielf ond the submarine
platforms of the islands.!

- = Paragraph 5 of Article Z7 is changed by addlno “the interior maritime
: waters."

3.= Article 42 is changed to include:

= Reefs «nd keyse.
bo= The continental shelf and the submarine pls Lfcmns of the
- islandse
¢.= The waters of  the territorial seas, to the extent tud within
the limits fixed by International Laiv, and the interior
meritine woters,
do= The mationsl sir spafe.

ho= Article 48 is changed by addings

- Keys and reefs.

= The continental shelf.
c.= The submarine platforms of the islands, keys and reefs.
de= The territorial seas.
8.~ The interior uaritime waters.

[ f.= The national air space. : ' \
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The amendment does not attamp‘t. to dafme the temms which, presumsbly, T
would be in accord with the 1958 Geneva Conventions on the Law of the 3Sea. No i '

¢hange is proposed to Mexieo's traditional stand that her territorial seas shall
be, "to the extent and w:rt»hln the limits fixed b‘y International Law " :
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Nete: The newspaper "Excelsior" of Czct.ober 6, 1959 reports that the Mexican Senate
unanimously approved this amendment on Oc.t.ober 5 with the fonom modificatlonsz

Article 42 , ,
II',«» That of the islands including the reers and keys in the adjacent seas.,

IV.~ The continental shelf and the submarine platforms of the islqndsg
keys and reefs. _ i

Article 48
The islands, the keys and reefs of the seas adjecent to National Territory,
the continental shelf, the submarine platforms of the islands, keys and
reefs, the territorial seas, the interior maritime waters and the
nationel air space belong directly to the Government of the Federation
with the exception of those islands over which up to now the States have
excercised Jura.sdmmonm
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APPENDIX A. _ - |

SOLE ARTICLE,.= Paragraphs 4 and 5 of Article 27 and Articles L2 and 48 of the
Politieal Comstitution’ of the United Mem.can States are amended in order to
remain in the following terms,

Article 27.= In the Nation is vested the direet ownership of all the
natural resources of the econtinental shelf and the svbmerine plotforms of the
islands; all the ninerals or substances which in veins, ledges, masces or ore-
pockets form deposibs of a nature distinet from that of the earth itself, such
as the minerals fron which are extrscted metuls und metaloids utilized in indus-
try ; deposits of precious stones, rock salb and the deposits of sell formed
directly by warine waters; the products derived from the decomposition of rocks
when their exploitation recuires subterranean works; mineral and organic deposits
of materials suited to be used as fertilizmers; solid mineral fuels; petroleum
end all sclid, licuid or gaseous hydroesrbons,

To the nation belongs the territorial seas in the edtent and within the
limits that the international Law fixes; the interior maritime waters; those of
the lagoons end estuaries that comnunicate permenently or intermittently with
the sea; those of theinterior lukes of nastural formstion that are directly con=-
nected o streams of corstant flow; those of the rivers and their tributaries,
direct or indirect, from the point in the river bed where their first permanent,
intermitbtent or torrential waters begin to their discharge in the ses; lakes,
lagoons or estuaries of national domain; those of the constunt or intermittent -
streams and their direct or indirect tributaries when the beds of these in all

. their extent or in part serve as & boundary of national territory or of two
federal entitiés or vhen they pass from one federal entity o another or ¢ross the
boundary Line of the Hepublic; those of the lakes, lagoons or estuaries whoge
basing, zones or banks may be crossed by the bcunda.ry lines of two or more enti-
ties or between the Republic snd @ neighboring country or when the limit of the
banks serve as bound“ry between two federal entities or between the Republic and
a nelghboring countxry; those of the springs that issue on the beaches, maritime
zones, beds, basins or shores of the likes, lagoons or estuaries of national
domain and those that are extracted from the mines., Subsoil waters may be freely
brought forth by means of artificial works and may be utilized by the owner of
the land but when public interest demands or when other developments may be af=
fected the Federal ixecutive may rezulate its extraction and utilization and
even estsblish closed zones the same as for the other waters of national domaine
Any other waters not ineluded in the sbove enrmumeration shall be considered as
an integral part of the property of the lands through which they flow or in those
in which they are deposited; but if they are located on two or more properties
the utilization of these waters shall be considered of public ubility and shall
rengin subject to one regulations that the o‘bcstes nay 15 5UE

Article 24)@@ The mtlenal bGI’I‘luOI"T comprisass

, Io= That of the integrated parts of the federation.
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l I1.~ That of t.he islands mcludmg the adJacent reefs and keys in = .

both seas,

III,a That of the Islands of Guadaluae and Revillagigedo located in
the Pacifie Ocean,

IV.~ The continental shelf and the submarine platforms of the islands,

V.=-The waters of the territorial seas, within the limits and to the
extent fixed by International Law, and the interior mdmt:x.me
waterse

VI.~ The national air spaceo

e

o Article 48.= The islands, the keys and reefs of both seas that belong
to national territory, the continentsl shelf, the submarine platforms of the
islands; keys and reefs, the territorial seas, the interior maritime waters and
the national air space belong directly to the Government of the Federation with
the exeeption of those islands over which up to now the States have excerclsed
Jurlsdlctlon., ‘ o .

TRANSITORY

SOLE.= The preéent; amendment shall enter into force the day of its publication
in the Diario Oficial of the Federation,
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